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PRESS RELEASE 

John Cox rules the streets.  He rules the gangs, he rules the drugs and he rules 
the Police.  You might recall in 2006 he stabbed Dean Yates for “taking the 
piss”.  In 2007 he slashed the tendons in Leon Wilson's arms, this was just a 
'little warning' for the black gangs. Four months ago John Cox stabbed a 16 
year old boy in busy street. 

My name is Brian Shelton I left school at sixteen and worked hard to set up 
his own Printing firm (Shelton & Sons).  Now I’m in my thirties with kids, a 
wife and two mortgages.  My son was fatally stabbed outside his work earlier 
this year.  We all know who’s responsible, but not one of the dozens of 
witnesses has the guts to stand up and help my family.  Therefore I have no 
alternative. 
 
I challenge John Cox to a duel to the death  
 
Yesterday I was an ordinary printer today; I’m Judge, Jury and Executioner 

Knife Edge opens 30 minutes before John Cox is due to arrive.  Knife Edge is 
High Noon, it is Falling Down, it is the story of knife crime and how it touches 
real people today in Britain. 

AA bb oo uu tt   KK nn ii ff ee   CC rr ii mm ee   ii nn   tt hh ee   UU KK   
 There were 22,000 serious knife assaults, including 231 attempted 

murders reported to the police last year.  

 65% of people who carry knives have their weapons used against 
them. 

 There was a 304 per cent hike in knife crime in Suffolk, where the 
numbers spiralled from 22 to 89. In Nottinghamshire, the figure 
soared from 41 to 152, a 271 per cent increase. Rises of more than 200 
per cent have also been recorded in Surrey, Humberside, Gwent, 
Derbyshire and Durham.  

 350 people are the victim of knife assaults every day in England and 
Wales 

HH aa rr dd   GG rr aa ff tt   PP aa ss tt   RR ee vv ii ee ww ss  
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Mark Whiteley Writer/Producer 
Mark has run Hard Graft Theatre 
Company for over eight years. He is the 
winner of the TAPPS comedy writing 
award 2005 and runner up in the BBC’s 
Alfred Bradley writing award 2007.and is 
nominated for a Manchester Evening 
News Award 2008.  Knife Edge is his 11th 
play. 
 

Adam Sunderland  – Director 
Adam’s work includes, The Water 
Babies, Heidi – A Goat’s Tale (T.M.A. Best 
Show for Children and Young People 
nomination).Treasure Island all for 
Northern Broadsides. Strange Voyages 
(Stephen Joseph Theatre, Scarborough). 

 

Jason Taylor – Lighting Designer 
Jason was resident lighting designer at 
Nottingham Playhouse between 1985 and 
1990 and worked for 14 seasons at the 
Open Air Theatre, Regent’s Park.   Jason 
was nominated for a Tony Award in May 
2007 for Best Lighting Design for the 
Broadway production of ‘Journey’s End’. 
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WHAT’S ON   

 

nominated for  
MANCHESTER EVENING 

NEWS AWARD 2008 

Christmas At Our 
Carol’s  

By Mark Whiteley 
 

Runner-up BBC Alfred 
Bradley Award 2007 

Burt 'n' Joyce 
By Mark Whiteley 

 
Winner of TAPPS comedy 

writing Award 2006 

 

Edinburgh Guide 

 
Three Weeks 

 
British Theatre Guide 

 
Hairline 

 
 


